Press release/Letter to editor
Community united against incinerator plans

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported us in the build up to the Special Planning Meeting for the incinerator proposals, held at Derbyshire County Council on Friday 9th Oct. No decision was made at the meeting and of course the planning committee cannot give us their views until the final decision meeting, however, we felt the meeting went really well, and were so pleased with the amount of support we received from the public, local businesses and local councillors. It really did feel like we had the whole community behind us and that the community have united against these proposals.
We’ve received many donations through the post from private individuals to help fund the campaign. Many businesses have also offered their support including National Signs who have produced banners for us, Ra Information Systems who produced ‘say NO’ badges to make it clear how many people attending the meeting oppose the plans, and Event Capture who have donated hours of their time to produce a video to show the planning committee what Dunston Road is like, and to also record the meeting earlier in the week with Professor Paul Connett. 
The meeting at Derbyshire County Council on Friday 9th October was packed out with local residents, business owners and councillors, and we are very grateful for all the support and encouragement that you gave us by just being there.

Since the planning application was submitted in July 2008 we have worked tirelessly to try and find out more about these plans and what they involve, and share our concerns with others. This last year has involved a lot of hard work to get to this stage, a lot of sleepless nights, frustrations, and anxieties, but it all seemed worthwhile on Friday to be a member of this united community.
As I said in my part of the presentation on Friday, if permission is granted for the incinerator I feel like I will have no choice but to move away. The more I’ve learnt about these plans and incineration generally over the last year or so, the more worried I am. I could not gamble on the health and safety of my two young sons. 
However, it would sadden me greatly to have to move away from this community. The only good thing so far, to come out of this planning application has been all the fantastic people we have got to know along the way. It has made me realise how much we want to remain a part of this community. Therefore, being part of that meeting on Friday has made me even more determined to get the message across that this planning application is simply the wrong development, in the wrong location.

We still do not know which way the planning decision is going to go, or even when a decision will be made but we hope in the half hour we had to present we have made the planning committee realise just how much this planning application means, to so many people.
Julie Harrington

Chesterfield Against Incineration

