Director of Environmental Services

Derbyshire County Council

Shand House

Dale Road South

MATLOCK

DERBYSHIRE DE4 3RY

Your ref : Mr. K. Finn

13 October 2008 

Dear Sirs

Planning Application Number CW2/0708/56

Dunstan Road, Sheepbridge, Chesterfield

Sheepbridge Resource Centre

One concern expressed by a number of objectors to this application is that there is a connection between Sheepbridge Resource Park Limited as Applicant and Encia Environmental Limited as the author of the Environmental Report supporting the application. I am further advised by objectors that the existence of this connection has been denied.

As an existing objector and in the interests of accuracy, I set out below details of the connection between those parties.

The following information represents the latest available information taken from the records held by Companies House as at 13 October 2008 relating to Sheepbridge Resource Park Limited and its parent company. It is therefore believed to be accurate, subject to any charges which have yet to be either notified to or processed by Companies House. The information can be both verified by search at Companies House and from copies of documents obtained from Companies House and held at this office.

Sheepbridge Resource Park Limited (Company Number 6027237)

Directors:

Nicholas Jonathan Bone

James Stanley Hennessey

David Ian Quarmby

Company Secretary:

David Ian Quarmby

Shareholder and shareholding:

Cyclamax Holdings Limited
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Cyclamax Holdings Limited (Company Number 6026368)

Directors:

Nicholas Anthony Bone

James Stanley Hennessey

Rick Twomey

Anthony Patrick Watkins

Company Secretary:

Paul Montagu Stevenson

Shareholders and shareholdings:

Ascot Environmental Holdings Limited 
75

Encia Group Limited


75

Anthony Watkins



25

Richard Twomey



25

The Environmental Report in support of this Planning Application has been prepared by Encia Environmental Limited.

The following information represents the latest available information taken from the records held by Companies House as at 13 October 2008 relating to Encia Environmental Limited and its parent company.

Encia Group Limited (Company Number 4505296)

Directors:

Nicholas Jonathan Bone

Paul Montagu Stevenson

Company Secretary:

Paul Montagu Stevenson

Shareholders and shareholdings:

Nicholas Jonathan Bone


70

Paul Montagu Stevenson


30

Encia Environmental Limited (Company Number 5807149)

Directors:

Nicholas Jonathan Bone

Paul Montagu Stevenson

Company Secretary:

Paul Montagu Stevenson

Shareholder and shareholding:

Encia Group Limited
 


1

SUMMARY

· The independence and integrity of the Environmental Report upon which a decision on this planning application is to be based merits very careful scrutiny.

· The Environmental Report has been prepared by what is apparently an independent and respectable environmental consultancy. Yet careful scrutiny of ownership reveals that one director holds directorships of all of the Applicant, its holding company, one of its major shareholders and the company which actually produced the Report. Further that the parent company of the company which produced the Report owns 37.5 of the shares in the Applicant. The director concerned also personally owns a 70% shareholding in Encia Group Limited, the parent company of the company which produced the Report.

· Whilst there is no reason why Encia Environmental Limited should not produce and submit an Environmental Report to accompany this application, the fact there is both a close financial connection and a direct managerial connection between the Applicant and the source of the Report raises very real concerns about possible conflicts of interest. 

In my opinion it would be very unwise, indeed probably negligent, for a Planning Authority dealing with such a significant application as this, to rely on a Report prepared in such circumstances. I am therefore of the opinion that consideration of the application should be deferred pending both the submission of a new Environmental Report by independent consultants and due time for a proper assessment of that Report by all interested parties.

